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the Hanoverians, who were in the fighting line, mistook
them in the smoke for an English battalion, and fired into-
them, while our artillery, equally misled by the red coats,
played on 'them with grape. I must do the brave Hanoverians-
the justice to say that, placed as they were between two fires,
they endured them for a long time without recoiling a step,
but after losing 100 men killed and many wounded, the
battalion was compelled to retire, passing along one side of
the village. Another regiment, which was entering the
village at that moment, seeing the red coats on their flank,
supposed that the position had been turned by an English
column, and the enemy cleverly took advantage of the result-
ing confusion to recapture Fuentes d'Onoro, which would not
have happened if the generals had followed Massena's order
to line the windows with infantry. Night put an end to this
first engagement, in which we had 600 men disabled; the
enemy's loss was about the same, and fell chiefly upon their
best troops, the Highlanders. Colonel Williams was killed.

I could never understand how Wellington consented to
await the French in so unfavourable a position as that in
which General Spencer's incapacity had placed the troops.
The allies had in fact in their rear not only the fortress of
Alameda barring their only good line of retreat, but also the
Ooa, a stream with steep banks and difficult approaches,
which might have caused the entire loss of the army if it had
been compelled to retreat. It is true that the steep and deep-
ravine of the Dos Oasas protected the English front from
Fort Concepcion to Nave de Avel, but beyond that point the
sides of the ravine fall away and sink to a marsh which is
easy to cross. Even so, Wellington might have used it to-
cover his extreme right if he had defended it with a good
regiment supported by artillery, but forgetting the harm
which had resulted at Busaco from assigning to Trant's
irregulars the task of preventing the French from making a
flank march by Boialva, he fell into the same error again
when he entrusted the defence of the marsh to the irregular
bands of Don Julian, who were quite unfit to resist troops of
the line. On hearing of this negligence through a cavalry  admitted  that the   many annoyances   whichuville had his suspicions,
